Men’s Bkfst 1Co 6:12-20, Jan 6, 2007 happy New Year

<Intro slides: map, timeline, society>

<slide 5:9> Paul wrote them to stay away from pornicators. Back in October in the beginning of chapter 5, Paul wrote that a man had his father’s wife: pornication: adultery, fornication, incest, and that the man was a pornos, a male prostitute.  

He was the son of the undesirable first wife, and he was using sexuality for power, worth, and to prove his dominance and manhood by abusing his step-mom by day, and letting himself be abused by men in the temple by night as a pornos (a male prostitute).

<slide 5-6> Paul showed how pornication has a lot of other dimensions as well 

<slide 7-9: growth from porneo> In November we showed that sexual sin was like leaven (or yeast) that grows.  Look at it grow through chapter 5 and 6.

<slide 10 wonder bread spreads> It also spreads, especially in the family: in chapter 5 it spread from the father to his second wife who was an ornament, and to his son who learned to use sexuality feel powerful and “echoed” his father’s wife. He took her, trying to find his lost manhood.  Apparently he also let other men take him as a male prostitute, a pornos.

<slide 11 puffed up bread> Yeast is the unseen microorganism that eats your bread and passes gas that causes the bread to puff up.  Yeast, like sin also eats your fruit. Yeast puffs up on it’s own flatulence.  

Finally, yeast also leaves behind yeast pee: it’s called alcohol. It has to be thrown out like leaven in Passover. In fact Paul says that we should celebrate the Passover Feast which will remind us that we used to be in bondage and now we can be free from yeast which grows, spreads and spoils.

I remind you that Leaven loves to grow in dark, damp places like strip clubs, porn web sites, porn books and magazines that puff up desire, maybe peeking in another’s window in voyeurism (Peeping Tom), leaven thrives on perversion like cross-dressing.  Perhaps you are toying with the gray area of masturbation.  You’ll find the leaven puffs up desire and real fulfillment vanishes like hot air.

Leaven wants to spread to others in internet chat rooms, in the jaded words of phone sex, in a dark room in the embrace of a prostitute, in the pretend intimacy of anonymous encounters, in the secrecy of adultery, in the stolen pleasure of premarital sex, perhaps perverted sex of S&M, in the shameful distortion of roles in homosexual encounters, walking the edge in a massage parlor, puffing up the excitement of anonymous one-night stands.  

Not suprisingly last month we saw that Paul responded in chapter 6 to the news that the Corinthians involved in lawsuits with each other. Why does he go into lawsuits right after talking of sexual immorality?  Because those who abolish the law and enter into lawlessness sexuality, using sex to steal from another, using sex to build themselves up, using sexuality to degrade, humiliate, or to find worth or manhood are going to find that others do the same back.  When they find that their lawlessness comes right back on them from another lawless person, they immediately run to the law to try to find justice.  There are no rules for me as long as I’m the one abusing you.  As soon as you abuse me, I want to say that’s not fair according to the rules and in front of a judge.  

• Isn’t it ironic that the Corinthians embrace lawlessness until THEY are the ones stolen from?  Then they run to the courts and the LAW to get JUSTICE.  Guys, written on our heart is an eternal LAW.  It becomes apparent when you are the victim instead of the victimizer (Romans 2:1). How would you feel if this were done to you? This law in your heart is a sign that you are not just an animal, that you were made in the image of God Romans 2:1.

• Imagine pulling up your porn on your favorite internet and getting ready to masturbate and seeing the image of your naked 15 year old daughter or your naked 7 year old son come up on the screen.  So it’s ok if it’s someone else’s son or daughter, but not yours?

The lawlessness of pornos sexual immorality will lead you to court.  Divorce court for adultery, criminal court for underage pornography (how do you know how old they are?), before a church board for defrocking, before your boss for abusing your internet privileges, or hung out to dry like the Duke Lacrosse players. Do you really want to end up in court in public shame?  

Why so much talk about sex? “Life is sexually transmitted.”

Last teaching we also pointed out that sexual immorality, pornea, comes out of a wounded soul. There are other symptoms of this wounded spirit:  

• coveting: more echoer

• extortioner: Sexual immorality that involves threat, force, or humiliation, or blackmail is extorted pornos
• idolatry: seen thing worthship

• revilers, railing, railers:  Sexual sin often leads to violent outburst.  Example? . Remember Moses’ violent outburst followed by striking the rock twice and messing up the picture of Christ, and missing the promised land?  What’s up with railing like that?  In Exodus 2:21, Moses marries a Midianite, a non Jewish woman named Zipporah.  They follow the Ishmaelite practice of circumcision at 14 years old.  Moses was unequally yoked:  he compromised his beliefs.  In Exodus 4:25 we see deep family division over this vital mark of God’s covenant, with Moses compromising his practice.  In Exodus 18 we find that Moses sent his wife away back to her father, and in Numbers 12 we find that he then marries another non-Israelite, an Ethiopian woman. Finally in Numbers 20, we find Moses railing and beating on the rock instead of speaking to it. Moses had messed up the picture of Christ in his family, and thus was led into railing before the people, and lost the privilege of entering the Promised Land.  Find a woman who is promiscous and you’ll find a screamer.

• drunkard: Lack of self control, excess, obsessiveness, drug abuse all are symptoms of the same self-discipline problem associated with sexual immorality.  One man said that he met a lot of beautiful women in the bars and then woke up with a lot of ugly women the next day.  Drug abuse is closely tied to promiscuity among women.

• adulterers – Bible tells three stories of adultery:  a young man probably in his 20’s (Prov 7), a man in his prime in his 30’s (Genesis 39), and a king in his prime (2Samuel 11).  Interestingly in two of the stories it is the woman who is the initiator, and in two of the stories the woman is practicing religious ceremony, and in all of the stories the woman is a married woman.  In only one of the stories is the man a married man.  In only one of the stories does the man resist and avoid adultery.  In two of the stories the husband is far away on a journey.  In one of the stories the man is employed by the woman, in another story the husband is employed by the adulterer. Two of the men are named, one unnamed.  

• Catamite/Sodomite – Technical terms for the fem and the butch. 2000 years later we can look around at homosexual couples and still see this. Imitation means there’s a real.  Artsy effeminant men don’t have to be homosexuals.  Perhaps the guy who is an interior design major should consider marrying one of the girls on the softball team and let God who unconditionally loves them help them with their roles in the family.
• Thief.  A man who talks a woman into sex outside of marriage is stealing from her, stealing from himself, and stealing from each of their future mates.

Then there’s the more overt extortion.  Extortion openly plunders under threat.

9 ¶ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

Three lists in these two chapters.

	previous letter

 5:10
	This letter 

5:11
	6:10
	Greek

	fornicator
	fornicator
	fornicator
	pornos - pornov pornos por'-nos – male prostitutes, male who indulges in sexual immorality esp for hire

	covetous
	covetous
	covetous
	covetous - 4123 pleonekth pleonektes pleh-on-ek'-tace from 4119 pleon pleon pleh'-on ‘more’ and 2192 ecw echo ekh'-o ‘echo or have’. A person that is a more-echoer, or echoes what others have, wanting more.


	extortioners
	extortioner
	extortioner
	extortioners - 727 arpax harpax har'-pax ‘ravenous plunderers who steal’ swindler, robber

	idolaters
	idolater
	idolater
	idolaters 1496 eidwlolatrh eidololatres i-do-lol-at'-race – people who give worthship to (and get worth from) that which is seen.

	
	railer
	railer
	railer = 3060 loidoro loidoros loy'-dor-os - a railer, reviler, foul mouthed slanderer

	
	drunkard
	drunkard
	drunkards = 3183 meuso methusos meth'-oo-sos - drunkard

	
	
	thieves
	kleptes 2812 klepth klep'-tace – thief, embezzler, pilferer, false teacher

	
	
	adulterer
	moichos - 3432 moicov moy-khos'- adulterer

	
	
	effeminate

catamites

homosexuals 

literally: “soft”
	malakos - 3120 malakov mal-ak-os'-soft, effeminate, boys kept as a man’s sex slaves, catamites

	
	
	self-abuser with men

sodomites

literally “man-bedders”
	arsenokoites - 733 arsenokoithv ar-sen-ok-oy'-tace from 730 arshn arsen ar'-sane (man) and 2845 2845 koith koite koy'-tay (bed) = man bedders, sodomites


1   Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort [you] by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, [so] ye would abound more and more.

2   For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.

3   For this is the will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

4   That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;

5   Not in the lust [pathos] of concupiscence [“upon passion”], even as the Gentiles which know not God:

6   That no [man] go beyond and defraud [“more have” to use, to take more than is yours or to take excessively, to steal] his brother in [any] matter: because that the Lord [is] the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.

7   For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

8   He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.

9   But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. (1Th 4:1-9).
The guy who was involved in this flagrant pornos sin appeared to have repented per Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians in chapter 2.

Many church leaders and members questioned Paul because of rivalries, denominationalism, jealousy, selfish ambition, desire for political positions in the church, etc.  Rather than attack Paul on the basis of Scripture they began to attack his character.  The reason that they came against him so hard was that they had their own pet sexual idolatries that they didn’t want to give up.  Listen

20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults; 21 lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and I shall mourn for many who have sinned before and have not repented of the uncleanness, fornication, and lewdness which they have practiced. (2Co 12:20-21)
Two thousand years later, denominational churches are being split asunder by the issue of homosexuality.  And today there are many church goers and leaders who are promoting homosexuality who have an agenda. 

Two Anglican parishes lead anti-gay split from US church

Stephen Bates, religious affairs correspondent

Monday December 18, 2006

The Guardian

Two of the oldest Anglican parishes in the United States voted to split from the Episcopal church yesterday over its liberal attitude on issues such as homosexuality.

The move by Falls and Truro churches in Virginia may presage a larger fracturing of the American branch of the 77 million-strong worldwide Anglican Communion, headed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams.

The two evangelical parishes near Washington are attended by officials of the US administration. Both were established before the war of independence, and the first US president, George Washington, sometimes worshipped at Falls. They have grown disenchanted with the Episcopalian leadership, particularly after the election of the gay bishop, Gene Robinson, in New Hampshire in 2003. 

We however in chapter 6 are commanded to separate ourselves from those who practice immorality and call themselves believers.  Be conservative on the essentials, and liberal on the non-essentials. On the essentials unity, on the non-essentials charity.  How to tell the difference?

<slide on letter back and forth> Last month’s teaching pointed out that there was a Zeroth Corinthians written by Paul to the Corinthian Church, and that there was a letter back from them to Paul, as well as a verbal from Chloe’s household and that First Corinthians was written back to them (see 7:1). Email preserves this back and forth dialogue that we call a thread, but the older form of email, called snail mail didn’t preserve the thread, so we have to infer it.

<slide showing questions from Corinth slide 17 show first> I believe that the letter back to Paul from the Corinthians had a statement like, “How are we going to stay away from pornicators? We’d have to leave the city of Corinth!” which Paul answered in the last teaching:  sinners who sin can embrace the world and are welcome to attend the church, believers who believe must leave the world.

12 ¶ All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

I believe that the letter back to Paul from the Corinthians simply stated a partial quote of Paul’s teaching to them out of context, “All things are permissible for me.”

<soundbite> Illustrate with an out of context quote from Duke.
<slide 17 show vs 12 question> 

“Dear Paul, 

a. “How can I possibly stay away from all sexual immorality, as it’s all around me?”

b. “Everything is permissible for me..”  which is a partial quote of Paul’s teaching.  Paul recall was saved from legalism.  Corinthian church had a number of Jew, which Paul likely taught that they were free from the Law.  The Lawless Corinthians likely went too far with this freedom, so Paul finished their sentence by clarifying


1) but not everything is beneficial, and


2) but I will not be mastered by anything.

vs 12-18 Corinthians partial quoted a statement of the believer’s freedom from the rules and regulations of the Law, in Christ:

The Corinthians went the other extreme from the Jews.  The Jews, recall, relied on their own selves to keep the Law, the ceremonies and their ancestry to save them.  They stumbled over pride, and missed the necessity of faith.  They called themselves “Good Persons”, because of their own good works and tried to earn salvation that they felt they deserved.  The Book of Hebrews written to these “Lawfilled” religious Jews who are tempted to receive Christ and still work their way to heaven.

The Corinthians, on the other hand, heard this message of free salvation and Paul’s warnings to the Jews of legalism and ceremonialism and began to take for granted God’s free gift of salvation.  They felt that since salvation was completely from God, they were saved no matter what they did, that obedience to any rules was overconstraining, and there was no necessity of separation from the world.

• Legalists are enslaved to religious works to earn their godhood.  Lawless are enslaved to freedom.

• Not suprisingly they were involved with lawsuits with one another.  Self-centered freedom will lead you to slavery and is not good for you, and finally hurts others.  That’s one reason why coming together as a church with people that are very different is so good for you.  When your freedom walks on others and hurts them they tell you that you are a butt head.  You really, really need to hear that and talk to the Comforter who will help your love to grow.  Love is unselfish giving.

• True believers must rest on faith in Christ for salvation, and obedience as proof of faith.  

• The freedom of the believer is one of the hot buttons that divide churches.  Three questions you should ask in terms of your freedom.


1. Is it indeed lawful?  All things are not lawful.  Here is a case where the Bible accurately records a misrepresentation, a lie.  All things are not lawful


2. Is it good for me?  



a. beneficial?  Does it give me wings?



b. freedom? Does it weigh me down?


3. Is it good for others?  

<slide> permissible, beneficial, or loving?
Stated another way, is it permissible, beneficial (wings or weight), loving?  


These are indicators of spiritual maturity.  When I see a person denying all rules and living in lawlessness my spirit tells me that they are not saved.  When I see a miserable person in sin talking of “spiritual freedom” then I think of a person who’s been wounded by legalism and are trying to demonstrate their freedom.  When I hear a Christian talking about their “rights” I see them in diapers.  When I see a person doing what is good for themselves and leaving behind weights I see them as a teen ager.  When I see the fruit of the spirit in a person and their heart is for what’s best for others, I see Christlike unselfish giving (love) maturity.

For example, in the context of sexual immorality I sometimes get asked by men what is my opinion about masturbation.  First of all, it doesn’t matter what my opinion is about something. But the Word does ask those three questions: 1. Is it lawful?  The Word doesn’t specifically point out this sin in the Law, the Prophets, the gospels, and the letters.  If you are a spiritual baby you’ll stop here with your rights. 2. Is it beneficial to me?  Does this behavior lead towards more freedom and harmony in your home?  Or does it weigh down your thoughts and is it growing like yeast?  3. Is it beneficial to others?  How does your wife react when you are engaged in this behavior?  How is your spiritual life, your prayer life?  What kind of picture of Christ and the Church are you keeping when you do this behavior?  Is that loving toward God?

<slide 19 click>
Now we move into another saying by the Corinthians.  

You have a craving for food and you eat.  And it doesn’t matter what you eat, as God is going to destroy the food and the eater one day.  You have a craving for sex and you have some.  God is going to destroy the body one day.  What does it matter?

<slide 20>
 13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.

Poor metaphor Paul says the body is for the Lord and the Lord for the body.  The Holy Spirit lives in you if you are a believer.  This is an example of a poor metaphor.  It’s a poor metaphor because it has an agenda.  Eating satisfies hunger, eating all foods ok because I hunger for them. Sex satisfies sexual hunger, all kinds of sex ok because I hunger for it. The real metaphor is this: eating non-poisonous foods ok, poisonous foods not.  Sex with the one you are married with is ok, sex outside of marriage is poisonous.

<click through slide 20>

Analogy they use tells us a lot about the men’s view of women.  a. They have reduced women to an object: food.  Fresh meat.  They have made the purpose fo the object to satisfy their craving.  It is about SELF.  They view sex as eating, taking from another and devouring the other person. They view the other person as prey to capture, take some away and eat.  The craving becomes the raison d’etre, the reason to be.  This reduces the man down to the level of animal.  The wolf comes to devour extort, the birds come to steal away the seed (sperma). 

Before you can forcefully or deceptively steal from a woman you have to reduce her in your mind to a piece of meat.  The Bible says to consider younger women as sisters and older women as your mother. Imagine phoning into a porn site and talking to your sister or your mother.  Imagine picking up a prostitute and it’s your sister.  Or your mother, or your daughter.  If that doesn’t bother you then I cannot reach you and you need to be destroyed like the inhabitants of Sodom.

Zebulon Pike was sent to explore the western boundaries of the Louisiana Purchase found himself escorted through New Mexico by the governor’s troops.  While traveling down the Rio Grande, he found himself under guarded escort in a small village south of Albuquerque. 

In the afternoon, the escort commander sent a note to the alcaldes of nearby villages: “Send this evening six or eight of your handsomest young girls to the village of St. Fernandez, where I propose giving a fandango, for the entertainment of the American officers arrived this day. (Signed) Don Facundo.”

The command was obeyed. Pike observed that such obedience “portrays more clearly than a chapter of observations the degraded state of the common people.”  The girls arrived, they were indeed beautiful, and the ball was given.  But as to women in New Spain, Pike noted primly:  “Finding that the men only regard them as objects of gratification to the sensual passions, they have lost every idea of that feast of reason and flow of soul which arises from the intercourse of two refined and virtuous minds.”  They were, in fact, like creatures in a Turkish harem.  He believed that their men actually thought more of their horses than of them....”

The Spanish Conquistadors brought with them a very low view of women, that has spread like yeast into the fabric of their colonies and even today impoverishes Central and South American society.

 14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.

The proven resurrection will happen to us.

 15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.

 16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

 17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

<slide> Pictorally show how God joins man and woman  and they join together with each other.  Woman is a double receiver showing why women have an easier time coming to church

Paul goes back to Genesis 2:24. Read 2:15-25.  Marriage is between a man and a woman.  One flesh in 2:24 refers to sex based on the infallible commentary here in 1Co 6:16.  God said it was not good for man to be alone in 2:18 (first not good), Adam discovered that he was alone by doing the work of God in 2:20.  First scar was from woman. Woman only created thing not made from dirt. She is like him but different.  Therefore a man is to leave his parents and be joined to his wife (interestingly in Judaism it is the woman who leaves her parents and is joined to her husband’s family).  And then they become one flesh.  There sex was naked and unashamed.  Contrast that with after sin in chapter 3, where they are self-covered, shamed, fearful, hiding and blaming one another.

The physical is a picture of the spiritual: covenant for life, pouring into her, results in life.

A man who has sex with a woman and then leaves her, leaves behind some of himself in her, and loses a bit of himself.  Profligate men suffer later in life from this loss, and profligate women suffer from lack of oneness with their husband.

Proverbs says the harlot reduces you to a piece of bread. Bread is a type of body.  Apparently leavened bread from what we read earlier, so it infects you with leaven, a spreading spiritual disease.  Recall, that issues with your wife hinder your prayers.  Issues with a harlot must do even worse.

• Recall that he has called the sexually immoral man back in 5:1 a pornos, a temple prostitute.  Here he is calling the woman a harlot.  Discuss harlot wrt selfish giving.  Becoming one with harlot reduces your ability to give and prevents her from receiving.  You become like her when you become one.  Law says for the fathers not to treat their daughters like harlots or the land will become defiled.  Almost all girls who are sexually abused become sexually promiscuous. Isn’t that strange?  How many like licorice?  Imagine someone forcing licorice down your throat growing up and you hated it.  Imagine then when you grow up that you have a craving for licorice and you cannot get enough.  Sex sin is a different kind of sin.  Sexual sin makes you identify with the person you committed it with.

<illustration> Take some sticky tape and stick it on a bunch of other people, show how the glue is dissipated and the tapes have a harder time staying together.  You leave some of yourself behind and take some of them and make it harder to stick to your spouse when you practice pornication.

<slide> illustrate the ripping and tearing that goes on in oneness.  Look in NT where Bathsheba is referred to as Uriah’s wife.

Oneness contrast with pornos and harlot.  beside vs above or below.  temporary vs. lifetime.  Rejoicing over life vs unwanted life.  birth vs. abortion.  unselfish giving vs. selfish giving.  respect vs resentment.  giving vs using.  gaining vs stealing.  honor vs shame.  christ and church vs antichrist and harlot.  Look at book of Job.

 18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

 19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Your body is meant for service to the Lord not slavery to its own excessive desire for immorality.

Your body is an extension of Christ on earth - 

• Sexuality within marriage is an physical metaphor of spiritual intimacy with Christ within salvation.

• When you unite with a  prostitute you become one with her in body. “The two will become one flesh.” (Ge 2:24).  The first not good was in creation when man was alone.  God made man to have someone like Himself, but different to love.  He made man so much like himself that man wanted someone like himself but different to love.  He let man see the two by two nature of created higher animals to sense his loneliness.  Woman is the only being created out of another. She’s twice refined. [We know now that the two DNA’s become one!]  It appears that the spirits mingle and become one as well.  Couples who have been married a long time take on each other’s personality and become a different person over time.  Uniting without the covenant of marriage is sexual, two become one flesh is sexual.  Using a sacred picture for personal pleasure misses the meaning.  

• (In the same way) He who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. Physical is a pattern for the spiritual.  Marriage is a picture.  Apart from Christ marriage has no spiritual meaning.

• All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body, which is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you whom you have received from God.

You are not your own, you were bought with a price, therefore honor God with your body.

� http://www.guardian.co.uk/usa/story/0,,1974384,00.html


� Great River: the Rio Grande in North American History, Paul Horgan, Wesleyan University Press, University Press of New England, Hanover, NH 03755, 1984, pp 417-418.
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